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The make-up and role of Breckland Council’s Standards Committee 

 

The Local Government Act 2000 says that councils must set up a standards 

committee. 

Breckland’s Standards Committee consists of nine members—3 parish councillors, 3 

independent members and 3 Breckland Council members. 

The Standards Committees, Assessment Sub-Committees, Review Sub-Committees 

and Consideration Sub-Committees are chaired by one of the independent 

members, as required by the regulations. 

As Breckland Council is responsible for parish and town councils, the regulations state 

that at least two representatives from those parish or town councils must be 

appointed to the standards committee and they cannot be members of Breckland 

Council.  A parish or town representative must sit on the standards committee at all 

times when parish matters are being discussed. 

Independent members are important in helping increase public confidence in local 

government.  They provide a clear signal that the standards committee acts fairly 

and impartially.  Independent members also bring a wider perspective from their 

outside experiences. 

The current standards committee membership is: 

Parish Council Representatives: 

Maggie Oechsle (Yaxham Parish Council) 

Brian Rayner (Narborough Parish Council) 

Malcolm Whittley (Oxborough Parish Council) 

Independent Members: 

Joan Jenkins (Chairman of Standards Committee) 

George Ridgway 

Michael Eveling 

Breckland Council Members: 

David Williams 

David Myers 

Frank Sharpe 

The assessment sub-committee, review sub-committee and consideration sub-

committees will only meet when required and each meeting will consist of four 

members.  An independent member will Chair the meeting. 

Breckland Council’s Standards Committee has the following functions: 

¥ To promote and maintain high standards of conduct by the members of the 

Council and by any co-opted members. 

¥ To assist members and co-opted members of the Council to observe the 

Council’s Code of Conduct. 

¥ To advise the Council on the adoption or revision of Codes of Conduct for 

members and officers and to monitor the operation of such codes. 

 



 

¥ To advise, train or arrange to train members and co-opted members of the 

Council on matters relating to the Council’s Code of Conduct, and to make 

recommendations to the Chief Executive in connection with the officers’ Code of 

Conduct 

¥ To promote and maintain high standards of conduct by the parish councils and 

the members and co-opted members of the parish councils within the Breckland 

district. 

¥ To advise parish councils and parish councillors on the adoption, revision or 

observance of a Code of Conduct, to monitor the operation of such codes and to 

advise in training members of the parish councils on matters relating to parish 

councils’ Code of Conduct. 

¥ To grant dispensations to councillors, parish councillors and co-opted members 

from requirements  relating to interests set out in the Members’ Code of Conduct 

and the Parish Council Code of Conduct. 

¥ To deal with any reports from a Case Tribunal or Interim Case Tribunal from the 

Standards for England and any report from the Monitoring Officer on any matter 

including one which is referred by an Ethical Standards Officer to the Monitoring 

Officer. 

¥ To advise the Council on the adoption, revision and operation of its Confidential 

Reporting Policy (“Whistle Blowing” Code). 

¥ To advise the Council on the operation of a policy for handling complaints and 

also investigations by the Local Government Ombudsman. 

¥ To maintain an overview of the Constitution of the Council with particular 

reference to its role in the promotion and maintenance of high standards of 

conduct by members of the Council. 

¥ To agree Officer/Member Protocols. 

¥ To hear any formal complaints against members (including parish councillors) 

which are not within the jurisdiction of the Standards for England and to make 

recommendations thereon to Council. 

 

Are you aged under 25 and interested in art, would you like to win 

£100 to spend in your favourite shop?  If so, read on .. 

 

Breckland Council is looking at ways to raise public awareness of its 

Standards Committee and the work it does.  Above is an explanation 

of what the Standards Committee is and what it does.  We would like 

to put this into a poster for distribution in the villages and towns in the 

Breckland district.  Have you got what it takes to help? 

 

Please send all posters, no larger than A4 size, to Sue Allen, Standards 

Officer, Members Services, Breckland Council ….., by …….. 

 

Please ensure you put your name, address and age on the back of 

the poster. 

 

All photos will be judged by the Leader of the Council, the Chief 

Executive and the Chairman of Standards Committee. 

 

 

 


